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Senate Republicans 
Agree on Strategy 
For Line-Item Veto 


By Helen Dewar 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Senate Republicans yesterday announced 
agreement on a new strategy for passage of 
line-item veto legislation and warned Demo- 
crats they will try to hang the issue around 
their necks in next year’s elections if the bill 
dies in a filibuster. 

Even though Republicans have resolved 
most of their major differences over the leg- 
islation to increase the president’s powers to 
cut spending, “it’s going to be a dose call . . . 

• whether we can get the 60 votes” to end a 
Democratic filibuster and pass the bill. Sen. 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) told the Senate as it 
opened debate on the measure. 

Republicans, who control the Senate 54 to 
46,. need the help of Democrats to end a 
probable filibuster and pass the bill, and they 
appeared uncertain yesterday whether they 
would get it. 

Although fraught with difficulties, the effort 
gives Republicans an opportunity to recoup 
from their recent defeats, on the balanced 
budget amendment and striker-protection poli- 
cy — or, failing that, to blame President Clinton 
and the Democrats for a defeat. 

Clinton has called for enactment of a line- 
item veto bill. Senate Minority Leader 
Thomas A. Daschle (D-S.D.) and many other 
Democrats are supporting a milder approach 
than the Republicans want, and a filibuster 
by Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) is regard- 
ed as a virtual certainty by Republicans. 

‘It’s up to the president" to win Democrat- 
ic votes for the legislation, said Minority 
Whip Trent Lott (R-Miss.), leaving little 
doubt who would be blamed if the bill dies in 
aDemocratic filibuster. 


“We are very close to having a bill that al- ; 
most every Republican can support,” said 1 
Senate Budget Committee Chairman Pete V. . 
Domenid (R-N.M.). But “we can’t pass this 
alone. ... If this does not pass it will fail only 
because Democrats decided to filibuster,” 
Domenid added. ’ j 

Polls show strong public support for a presi- 
dential line-item veto. Republicans noted. 

The agreement among Republicans ends a 
weeks-long dispute between rival GOP 
Camps over how far to go in empowering the • 
president to eliminate specific items from ap- 1 
propriations bills without vetoing the bills as 
a whole. 

Under the compromise, which tilts heavily 
in favor of the basic goals of the hard-liner 
camp headed by McCain and Sen. Dan Coats 
(R-Ind.), appropriations bills would be passed 
as they are now and then broken up into sep- 
arate measures to cover each individual item 
of spending. As it does with regular appro- I 
priations bills, it would take a two-thirds vote 
of both houses to override any veto of these 
line-item spending bills. 

Domenid originally supported a proposal : 
under which a majority of either house could 
have blocked a presidential spending cut, but 
Domenid endorsed the new approach yes- 
terday. 

The new proposal is similar to one that 
nearly passed the Senate in 1985 but will be 
broadened to include separate bills for spe- 
cial-interest tax breaks and new or expanded 
entitlement programs as well — a step taken 
to attract support of hesitant Republicans 
and some Democrats. 

While there is general agreement on the 
concept of the bill. Republicans were s till 
working out critical details, induding how to 
make the tax-break provision broad enough 
to do any good but narrow enough to exclude 
such top GOP priorities as a capital gains tax 
cut. They said they expect to have a final 
agreement by early next week. 

McCain said he believed chances for pas- ; 
sage of line-item veto legislation were en- 
hanced by defeat of the balanced budget 
amendment. “It lends more urgency to this 
succeeding,” he said. 


